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Springing into Severe Weather Season

As winter winds 
down and we begin to 
prepare for planting 
our flowers and 
gardens, let’s keep in 
mind that spring and 
summer also bring 
severe weather in the 
form of thunderstorms 
and tornadoes.

Meteorologists talk about thunderstorm or tornado “watches and 
warnings.” Both are issued by the Storm Prediction Center (SPC) in 
Norman, Oklahoma which contacts the local National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office (NWFO).

Thunderstorms typically last 30 minutes and cover 
15 miles in diameter. They are caused by moisture 
and rising warm air (i.e., humidity).

Indiana has the most thunderstorms in July –  
approximately eight.

Thunderstorm WARNING means
Produces hail at least one inch or larger in 
diameter 

Winds exceed 58 miles an hour.

Seek shelter immediately.

Stay inside and away from windows. 

Go to the lower level with interior hallways and 
small interior rooms.

Severe thunderstorms can produce a tornado 
with little or no warning.

Lightning frequency is not a criteria for issuing 
a thunderstorm warning.

Warnings are usually issued for a duration of 
one hour.

If a severe thunderstorm is causing torrential 
rains, it is likely that a Flash Flood Warning will 
also be issued.

News media informs of status and when a 
warning has been canceled or expired.

Report injuries and damage on campus to 
the IU Police Department at 911 on a campus 
phone or 274-7911 on your cell phone.

Notify your departmental administrative office 
and Campus Facilities Services at 278-1900 
of damage.

Tornado WARNING means
Seek shelter immediately.

Stay away from windows and exterior doors. 

Go to the lower level with interior hallways and 
small interior rooms.

Can be issued without a Tornado Watch 
already in effect.

Can be issued without a Severe Thunderstorm 
Watch already in effect.

The duration is about 30 minutes.

News media indicates the affected area and 
towns that are in the path of the warning.

News media informs of status and when a 
warning has been canceled or expired.

Report injuries and damage on campus to 
the IU Police Department at 911 on a campus 
phone or 274-7911 on your cell phone.

Notify your departmental administrative office 
and Campus Facilities Services at 278-1900 
of damage.

If in a vehicle, get out and seek shelter in a 
sturdy building. If a building is not available, 
lying flat in a depression such as a ditch or 
ravine offers some protection.

Thunderstorm WATCH means
Conditions are favorable for the development 
of thunderstorms.

Typically close to the “watch” area.

Watches are usually for a duration of 4 to 8 
hours.

Review severe thunderstorm safety rules and 
be prepared to move to a place of safety if 
threatening weather approaches, but you may 
continue normal activities.

Produces hail at least one inch in diameter or 
larger.  

Winds that are equal to or exceed 58 miles 
an hour.

News media informs of status and when a 
watch has been canceled or expired.

Tornado WATCH means
Conditions are favorable for the development 
of a tornado.

Typically close to the watch area.

Watches are usually the duration of 4 to 8 
hours.

Their size depends on the weather conditions.

Review severe tornado safety rules and 
be prepared to move to a place of safety if 
threatening weather approaches, but you may 
continue normal activities.

Usually issued well in advance of severe 
weather.

A tornado is a violent 
rotating column of air 
with circulation reaching 
ground level. It nearly 
always remains as a 
funnel cloud and is 
accompanied by a loud 
roaring noise. Tornadoes 
are the most destructive 
of all atmospheric 
phenomena.

Tornado speeds vary depending on the EF factor. Tornadoes at EF-0 have a 
wind speed of 65-85 mph while EF-5 wind speeds exceed 200 mph.

Did you know the month of May has the highest 
frequency of tornadoes here in Indiana?  
And, did you know that April tornadoes are the 
most powerful, with the most deaths recorded?

Additional Severe Weather Tips

Directors and Floor  
Wardens: 

Be sure that staff in your 
area know where and when 
to go to be safe. If you have 
a meeting place for people 

to gather after a severe 
weather event, be sure staff is 

reminded of that location.

Access and functional 
needs: 

Staff with access and/or 
functional needs should have 

already notified their direct 
supervisor of any help they 
may need in advance of an 

emergency. Supervisors 
should also inform the 

Building Warden so that 
arrangements can be made 
with the buddy located on 

that employee’s floor.

Floor Wardens: 

This is a good time to  
check the batteries in  
office weather radios.

If you are hosting an event 
in Taylor Hall: 

Know ahead of time where 
the designated areas of 

safety are located and how 
you will be instructed to  

seek shelter.

International students: 

Many international  
students, especially those 
from Asian countries, are 
used to sirens signaling 

tsunami warnings. If you are 
working with international 

students, be sure they know 
what the siren means here 

in the Midwest and what to do  
when they hear it.
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Even though we  
should be cognizant 
of spring weather, let’s 
focus on the fun of 
spring, the beauty of 
flowers, the planting 
of gardens, and future 
fresh goodies.


